
Basics for Beginners: Holiday Entertaining
2023
The first step to planning your holiday party is to choose a date and time
that works for your guests. Once you have a date, you can start to think
about a theme for your party. This could be anything from a classic
Christmas party to a winter wonderland or a festive ugly sweater party.

Once you have a theme, you can start to plan your decorations. If you're on
a budget, there are plenty of ways to decorate your home for the holidays
without spending a lot of money. You can use items you already have
around the house, such as candles, greenery, and ornaments. You can also
find inexpensive decorations at thrift stores or online.

In addition to decorations, you'll also need to plan your food and drinks. If
you're hosting a large party, you may want to consider hiring a caterer. But
if you're hosting a smaller party, you can easily prepare the food yourself.
There are plenty of easy and delicious holiday recipes available online.
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Of course, no party is complete without drinks! Be sure to stock up on your
guests' favorite beverages, both alcoholic and non-alcoholic. You may also
want to consider making a signature cocktail for your party.

Now that you've planned your party, it's time to host it! Here are a few tips
to make sure your party is a success:

Be a gracious host. Welcome your guests warmly and make sure
they feel comfortable. Offer them drinks and food, and be sure to
introduce them to other guests.

Create a festive atmosphere. Play holiday music, light candles, and
decorate your home. This will help your guests get into the holiday
spirit.

Keep the conversation flowing. If you're hosting a large party, it can
be difficult to keep track of everyone. But it's important to make sure
that your guests are having a good time. Circulate around the room
and talk to your guests. Ask them about their holiday plans and share
stories.

Be prepared for anything. No matter how well you plan, there's
always the potential for something to go wrong. Be prepared for
unexpected guests, spills, and other mishaps. Have a plan in place for
how you'll handle these situations.

One of the most important aspects of holiday entertaining is handling
guests. Here are a few tips:
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Be polite and respectful. Always treat your guests with respect, even
if you don't agree with their opinions.

Be patient. Some guests may be more demanding than others. Be
patient and understanding, and try to accommodate their needs.

Be firm. If a guest is being disruptive or disrespectful, don't be afraid
to ask them to leave.

Have fun! Holiday entertaining should be enjoyable for both you and
your guests. So relax, have fun, and enjoy the company of your loved
ones.

Holiday entertaining can be a lot of work, but it's also a lot of fun. By
following these tips, you can plan and host a successful holiday party that
your guests will love. So what are you waiting for? Start planning your party
today!

Start planning early. The earlier you start planning your party, the less
stressed you'll be.

Set a budget. This will help you avoid overspending.

Delegate tasks. If you're hosting a large party, don't be afraid to ask
for help from friends or family.

Have a back-up plan. In case of inclement weather or other
unexpected events, have a back-up plan for your party.

Don't be afraid to ask for help. If you're feeling overwhelmed, don't
be afraid to ask for help from friends, family, or even a party planner.



With a little planning and preparation, you can host a holiday party that your
guests will love. So relax, have fun, and enjoy the holiday season!
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