
Beginners Resource To Coyote Hunting: A
Comprehensive Guide for Aspiring Hunters
Coyote hunting is a challenging but rewarding pursuit that requires
specialized knowledge, skills, and equipment. Whether you're an
experienced hunter looking to expand your abilities or a beginner eager to
embark on your first coyote hunt, this comprehensive guide will provide you
with the essential information you need to get started.

Understanding Coyote Behavior

Before venturing into the field, it's crucial to gain a deep understanding of
coyote behavior. Coyotes are highly adaptable and intelligent predators that
can thrive in various habitats. They are primarily nocturnal, but they may
occasionally be active during the day. Coyotes have acute senses of
hearing, smell, and sight, making them adept at detecting potential threats.
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Social Structure

Coyotes live in packs that typically consist of 6-8 individuals, although
larger packs have been observed. Packs are led by an alpha pair, with
subordinate members responsible for hunting, denning, and raising young.
Coyote packs have well-defined territories that they vigorously defend
against other packs.

Hunting Habits

Coyotes are opportunistic predators that primarily feed on rodents, rabbits,
birds, and other small game. They are also known to scavenge on carrion
and occasionally attack livestock. Coyotes typically hunt by ambush, using
their keen senses to locate prey and stealthily approach it.

Hunting Methods

There are several effective methods for hunting coyotes, each with its own
advantages and disadvantages.

Calling

Calling is a popular technique that involves using predator calls to attract
coyotes. Hunters use electronic or mouth calls to imitate the sounds of prey
animals, such as rabbits or wounded birds. When a coyote hears these
calls, it may approach the hunter in hopes of finding an easy meal.

Spot and Stalk

Spot and stalk hunting requires hunters to locate coyotes visually and then
carefully stalk them until they are within shooting range. This method can
be challenging, as coyotes are skilled at detecting movement and will
quickly flee if they feel threatened.



Trapping

Trapping is a less common but effective method for hunting coyotes. Traps
are typically placed along coyote trails or near dens and baited with meat or
other attractants. When a coyote triggers the trap, it is captured and can be
dispatched humanely.

Choosing the Right Gear

The success of your coyote hunt largely depends on the gear you use.
Here are some essential items to consider:

Firearm

A centerfire rifle or shotgun is the preferred firearm for coyote hunting.
Rifles offer greater accuracy and range, while shotguns provide more
stopping power at close distances.

Ammunition

Choose ammunition that is specifically designed for coyote hunting. Soft-
point or hollow-point bullets are effective and will minimize meat damage.

Optics

A scope is essential for accurate long-range shots. A variable-power scope
with a magnification range of 3-9x or 4-12x is ideal for coyote hunting.

Clothing

Wear camouflage clothing to blend in with the surroundings and minimize
your visibility to coyotes. Avoid wearing bright colors or making excessive
noise.



Safety Equipment

Safety should always be your top priority. Wear a hunting vest with plenty of
pockets for gear and first aid supplies. A whistle or other signaling device
can be useful in case of an emergency.

Hunting Techniques

Once you have assembled the necessary gear, it's time to put your
knowledge and skills into practice. Here are some effective hunting
techniques:

Calling

Set up in a location with good visibility and cover. Use a decoy to attract
coyotes and be patient. When a coyote approaches, aim for the shoulder or
behind the ear for a clean kill.

Spot and Stalk

Scan the area carefully for coyotes. Approach slowly and stealthily, using
cover to conceal your movements. When you are within shooting range,
take a steady shot.

Trapping

Choose a location where coyotes are likely to travel. Set the trap according
to the manufacturer's instructions and use bait to attract coyotes. Check
traps regularly and dispatch any captured coyotes humanely.

Field Craft

Effective coyote hunting requires excellent field craft. Here are some tips to
improve your success:



Scouting

Scouting is crucial for locating coyotes and identifying potential hunting
spots. Look for signs of coyote activity, such as tracks, scat, and dens.

Wind Direction

Always be aware of the wind direction. Coyotes have a keen sense of smell
and will avoid approaching hunters downwind.

Patience

Coyote hunting often requires patience and persistence. Don't be
discouraged if you don't see coyotes right away. Stay in the field for
extended periods and be willing to wait for the right opportunity.

Ethical Considerations

Coyote hunting should always be conducted ethically and responsibly. Here
are some guidelines to follow:

Target Identification

Positively identify your target before shooting. Avoid shooting at coyotes
that are near other animals or in residential areas.

Harvesting

Harvest only coyotes that you intend to use. Leave the meat for scavengers
if you are not taking the animal.

Respect the Land

Respect the hunting area and leave it as you found it. Pack out all trash
and avoid disturbing wildlife unnecessarily.



Coyote hunting is a challenging but rewarding pursuit that requires a
combination of knowledge, skills, and equipment. By understanding coyote
behavior, choosing the right gear, employing effective hunting techniques,
and adhering to ethical guidelines, you can increase your chances of
success and experience the thrill of coyote hunting. Remember, safety
should always be your top priority, and always respect the land and the
animals you hunt.
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