
Conflicted Antiquities: Egyptology,
Egyptomania, and Egyptian Modernity
Ancient Egypt has captured the imagination of people around the world for
centuries. Its enigmatic hieroglyphs, colossal monuments, and enigmatic
pharaohs have inspired awe, wonder, and a desire to unlock the secrets of
this vanished civilization. This fascination with ancient Egypt has given rise
to the fields of Egyptology and Egyptomania, which have played a profound
role in shaping our understanding of both the ancient world and the modern
world.
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Egyptology is the scientific study of ancient Egyptian culture and
civilization. It encompasses archaeology, history, philology, and art history.
Egyptomania, on the other hand, is the widespread interest in ancient
Egypt that has manifested itself in art, architecture, fashion, and popular
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culture. Both Egyptology and Egyptomania have had a complex and often
contradictory relationship with Egyptian modernity.

This article explores the intertwined histories of Egyptology, Egyptomania,
and Egyptian modernity. We will examine how the study of ancient Egypt
has influenced Egyptian national identity, cultural heritage management,
and the development of tourism. We will also consider the ways in which
Egyptomania has shaped Western perceptions of ancient Egypt and its
place in the world.

Egyptology and Egyptian Modernity

The rise of Egyptology in the 19th century coincided with the emergence of
Egyptian nationalism. Egyptian intellectuals and reformers began to look to
ancient Egypt for inspiration in their efforts to create a modern, independent
nation. They saw in the pharaohs and pyramids a symbol of Egypt's
glorious past and a source of pride for the present. This newfound interest
in ancient Egypt led to the establishment of the Egyptian Antiquities Service
in 1858 and the founding of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo in 1902.

Egyptologists played a key role in shaping the Egyptian national narrative.
They excavated and restored ancient monuments, translated hieroglyphic
texts, and published their findings in scholarly journals. This work helped to
create a sense of a shared past and a common heritage among Egyptians.
It also contributed to the development of a national identity that was distinct
from that of the Ottoman Empire, which had ruled Egypt for centuries.

However, the relationship between Egyptology and Egyptian modernity was
not always straightforward. Some Egyptian intellectuals criticized
Egyptologists for their focus on the pharaonic period and their neglect of



Islamic and Coptic heritage. They argued that this focus on ancient Egypt
created a distorted view of Egyptian history and prevented Egyptians from
fully embracing their own modernity.

Egyptomania and Western Perceptions of Ancient Egypt

Egyptomania swept through Europe and North America in the 19th century.
This fascination with ancient Egypt was fueled by the discovery of the
Rosetta Stone in 1799, which allowed scholars to decipher hieroglyphs for
the first time. Egyptomania manifested itself in art, architecture, fashion,
and popular culture. Egyptian motifs appeared on everything from furniture
to jewelry to clothing.

Egyptomania had a profound impact on Western perceptions of ancient
Egypt. It helped to create a romanticized view of the ancient world, which
was seen as a place of mystery, exoticism, and grandeur. This view of
ancient Egypt was often used to justify European colonialism and
imperialism. Europeans argued that they had a duty to "civilize" Egypt and
other parts of the Middle East, which they saw as backward and barbaric.

Egyptomania also had a significant impact on the development of
archaeology and cultural heritage management. European archaeologists
excavated and transported countless Egyptian artifacts to museums in
Europe and North America. This led to the creation of some of the world's
most famous museums, such as the British Museum in London and the
Louvre in Paris. However, it also raised questions about the ethics of
archaeological excavation and the repatriation of cultural heritage.

Conflicting Antiquities



The relationship between Egyptology, Egyptomania, and Egyptian
modernity is complex and often contradictory. Egyptology has played a vital
role in shaping Egyptian national identity and cultural heritage
management. However, it has also been used to justify European
colonialism and imperialism. Egyptomania has helped to create a
romanticized view of ancient Egypt, but it has also led to the looting and
destruction of archaeological sites.

The complex and conflicting histories of Egyptology, Egyptomania, and
Egyptian modernity raise important questions about the relationship
between archaeology, cultural heritage, and national identity. They also
challenge us to think about the ethics of archaeological excavation and the
repatriation of cultural heritage.

The study of ancient Egypt continues to fascinate people around the world.
Egyptology, Egyptomania, and Egyptian modernity are all intertwined and
interdependent. They have shaped our understanding of the ancient world
and the modern world. However, the relationship between these three fields
is complex and often contradictory. It is a relationship that is still being
negotiated and defined.
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Guitarist in Modern Rock Music
Lancelot "Lanny" Bernard Lee Deleo is a legendary guitarist and co-
founder of the iconic alternative rock band Stone Temple Pilots. His
exceptional musicianship,...
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