
Fly Fishing Lees Ferry: A Comprehensive
Guide to the Legendary Colorado River
Destination
Nestled within the breathtaking wilderness of northern Arizona, Lees Ferry
is a legendary fly fishing destination renowned for its spectacular scenery,
diverse fish populations, and challenging rapids. This article will provide a
comprehensive guide to fly fishing Lees Ferry, covering everything from the
best time to go, the most effective flies, and the essential gear you'll need
for an unforgettable fishing adventure.

When to Go

The prime time for fly fishing Lees Ferry is generally during the spring, from
March to May, when the water levels are low and clear, providing optimal
conditions for spotting and targeting fish. The fall, from September to
November, also offers excellent fishing as the water cools and the fish
become more active.
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Fish Species

Lees Ferry boasts a remarkable diversity of fish species, including:

Rainbow Trout

Brown Trout

Cutthroat Trout

Smallmouth Bass

Striped Bass

White Sturgeon

Each species has its own unique habitat and feeding patterns, so anglers
should be prepared to adjust their techniques accordingly.

Effective Flies

The choice of fly for Lees Ferry depends on the time of year, the water
conditions, and the targeted fish species. Some of the most successful flies
include:

Spring: Midges, scuds, and emergers

Summer: Dry flies (such as caddis, mayflies, and hoppers) and
streamers

Fall: Streamers, nymph patterns, and egg imitations
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Essential Gear

To fully enjoy your fly fishing experience at Lees Ferry, it's crucial to have
the right gear. Here is a recommended list:

Rod: A 5- or 6-weight fly rod is suitable for most fishing conditions.

Reel: A reel with a smooth drag system is essential for handling the
powerful fish.

Line: A floating or sinking line will be appropriate, depending on the
fishing technique.

Leaders: Use a leader with a breaking strength of 6-10 pounds.

Flies: Bring a variety of flies based on the time of year and target
species.

Safety equipment: Wear a life jacket and waders for safety in the
water.

Fishing Techniques

Lees Ferry offers various fishing techniques, including:

Nymphing: Useweighted flies to imitate insects drifting along the river
bottom.

Dry Fly Fishing: Present floating flies on the surface to tempt rising
fish.

Streamer Fishing: Use large, flashy flies to target aggressive
predators.

Local Guides



Hiring a local guide is an excellent way to enhance your Lees Ferry fishing
experience. Guides can provide valuable knowledge about the river, the
best fishing locations, and effective techniques.

Safety Considerations

Lees Ferry is a challenging environment with strong currents and rapids.
Always prioritize safety by wearing a life jacket and being aware of your
surroundings. Additionally, check the weather forecast before heading out
and be prepared for changing conditions.

Accommodation and Amenities

There are several campgrounds and lodges in the area for convenient
accommodation. The Lees Ferry Trading Post offers a range of services,
including food, supplies, and fishing permits.

Fly fishing Lees Ferry is an unforgettable adventure that offers breathtaking
scenery, diverse fish populations, and the thrill of the challenge. By
following the advice provided in this guide, you can plan and execute a
successful fishing trip, creating lasting memories in one of the most
legendary destinations in the world.
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