
The Ultimate Guide to Proactive Classroom
Management: The Guilford Practical
Intervention In Action
Effective classroom management is the cornerstone of a successful and
productive learning environment. When teachers have the tools and
strategies to prevent and address behavioral challenges proactively, they
can create a positive and supportive atmosphere where students can thrive
academically and socially.

Classwide Positive Behavior Interventions and
Supports: A Guide to Proactive Classroom
Management (The Guilford Practical Intervention in the
Schools Series) by Diane Myers

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 10174 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 244 pages

The Guilford Practical Intervention (GPI) is a comprehensive approach to
proactive classroom management that has been proven to significantly
reduce disruptive behaviors and foster a positive learning environment.
Developed by Dr. Jere Brophy and Dr. Thomas Good, GPI is based on the
principles of positive behavior support, which emphasizes prevention, early
intervention, and collaboration.
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Principles of the Guilford Practical Intervention

Establish clear rules and expectations: Students need to know what
is expected of them in the classroom. GPI emphasizes the importance
of creating clear and concise rules that are shared with students at the
beginning of the year and revisited regularly.

Build positive relationships: Strong relationships between teachers
and students are essential for effective classroom management. GPI
encourages teachers to get to know their students individually, build
rapport, and create a positive and supportive learning environment.

Use positive reinforcement: Positive reinforcement is a powerful tool
for encouraging desired behaviors. GPI recommends using praise,
rewards, and other forms of positive reinforcement to recognize
students for following rules and expectations.

Address challenging behaviors promptly and effectively: While
prevention is key, there will inevitably be times when students engage
in disruptive behaviors. GPI provides a framework for addressing these
behaviors promptly and effectively, using a combination of positive
reinforcement, logical consequences, and problem-solving strategies.

Collaborate with parents and other stakeholders: Parents and
other stakeholders can play a vital role in supporting student behavior.
GPI encourages teachers to establish open communication with
parents and seek their support in promoting positive behavior at home
and at school.

Implementing the Guilford Practical Intervention

Implementing GPI in the classroom involves a multi-step process:



1. Establish clear rules and expectations: Meet with students at the
beginning of the year to establish clear rules and expectations. Involve
students in the process as much as possible, allowing them to
contribute their ideas and suggestions.

2. Build positive relationships: Make an effort to get to know each
student individually. Learn about their interests, strengths, and
challenges. Build rapport by listening attentively, showing empathy,
and providing positive feedback.

3. Use positive reinforcement: Create a system for recognizing and
rewarding students for following rules and expectations. This could
include verbal praise, stickers, small rewards, or privileges.

4. Address challenging behaviors promptly and effectively: When
students engage in disruptive behaviors, address the issue promptly
and effectively. Use a combination of positive reinforcement, logical
consequences, and problem-solving strategies to help students
understand the consequences of their actions and develop more
appropriate behaviors.

5. Collaborate with parents and other stakeholders: Establish open
communication with parents and other stakeholders. Keep them
informed about their child's progress and seek their support in
promoting positive behavior at home and at school.

Benefits of the Guilford Practical Intervention

Research has shown that the Guilford Practical Intervention has numerous
benefits for students, teachers, and the overall school environment:



Reduced disruptive behaviors: GPI has been shown to significantly
reduce disruptive behaviors in the classroom, leading to a more
positive and productive learning environment.

Increased student engagement: When students feel safe, respected,
and supported, they are more likely to be engaged in their learning.

Improved academic achievement: A positive classroom climate has
been linked to improved academic achievement, as students are better
able to focus on their learning when they are not distracted by
disruptive behaviors.

Reduced teacher stress: GPI can help teachers to reduce stress
levels by providing them with tools and strategies for managing
challenging behaviors effectively.

Improved school climate: A positive classroom climate can have a
ripple effect throughout the school, contributing to a more positive and
productive school environment for everyone.

The Guilford Practical Intervention is a powerful and evidence-based
approach to proactive classroom management. By implementing GPI,
teachers can create a positive and supportive learning environment where
students can thrive academically and socially. With a focus on prevention,
early intervention, and collaboration, GPI empowers teachers to address
challenging behaviors effectively and foster a classroom culture that
promotes respect, responsibility, and academic success.
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