
Use Outdoor Clues to Find Your Way, Predict
the Weather, Locate Water, and Track Animals
When you're out in the wilderness, knowing how to use outdoor clues can
be essential for survival. From finding your way back to camp to predicting
the weather to locating water and tracking animals, there are a wealth of
clues that can help you stay safe and navigate your surroundings.
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Finding Your Way

One of the most important outdoor clues to learn how to use is how to find
your way. This can be done by using a map and compass, but there are
also a number of natural clues that can help you stay on track. These
include:
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The sun: The sun rises in the east and sets in the west. This means
that if you know the time of day, you can use the sun to determine
which direction you're facing.

The stars: The stars can also be used to navigate. The North Star is
always in the north, and the other stars can be used to determine the
directions of east, west, and south.

Trees: Trees can also provide clues about the direction you're facing.
The bark on the north side of a tree is usually darker and rougher than
the bark on the south side. This is because the north side of the tree is
exposed to more sunlight.

Animal trails: Animal trails can also be used to find your way. Animals
typically travel in the same direction, so following a trail can lead you to
water, food, or shelter.

Predicting the Weather

Being able to predict the weather can be essential for survival. There are a
number of outdoor clues that can help you make an informed guess about
the weather, including:

The clouds: Clouds can provide clues about the weather. Cumulus
clouds are puffy and indicate fair weather. Cirrus clouds are thin and
wispy and indicate good weather. Stratus clouds are flat and gray and
indicate overcast weather. Nimbostratus clouds are dark and thick and
indicate rain or snow.

The wind: The wind can also provide clues about the weather. A
strong wind can indicate a storm is approaching. A light wind can
indicate fair weather.



The temperature: The temperature can also provide clues about the
weather. A sudden drop in temperature can indicate a storm is
approaching. A gradual increase in temperature can indicate fair
weather.

The humidity: The humidity can also provide clues about the weather.
High humidity can indicate rain or snow. Low humidity can indicate fair
weather.

Locating Water

Finding water is essential for survival. There are a number of outdoor clues
that can help you locate water, including:

Vegetation: Vegetation can provide clues about the presence of water.
Plants that grow near water are typically green and lush. Plants that
grow in dry areas are typically brown and wilted.

Animal trails: Animal trails can also lead to water. Animals typically
travel to water sources to drink. Following a trail can lead you to a
river, stream, or pond.

Rocks: Rocks can also provide clues about the presence of water.
Rocks that are wet or have algae on them are typically near water.
Rocks that are dry and dusty are typically in dry areas.

The ground: The ground can also provide clues about the presence of
water. Ground that is soft and moist is typically near water. Ground that
is hard and dry is typically in dry areas.

Tracking Animals



Tracking animals can be a valuable skill for survival. There are a number of
outdoor clues that can help you track animals, including:

Footprints: Footprints are one of the most obvious clues that an
animal has passed by. The size and shape of the footprints can help
you identify the type of animal. The direction of the footprints can help
you determine which way the animal was traveling.

Scat: Scat is another clue that an animal has passed by. The size and
shape of the scat can help you identify the type of animal. The location
of the scat can help you determine which way the animal was
traveling.

Hair: Hair can also be a clue that an animal has passed by. The color
and texture of the hair can help you identify the type of animal. The
location of the hair can help you determine which way the animal was
traveling.

Tracks: Tracks are similar to footprints, but they are made by the
animal's body. Tracks can provide information about the size, shape,
and speed of the animal. Tracks can also help you determine which
way the animal was traveling.

Learning how to use outdoor clues can be an invaluable skill for survival.
By paying attention to the clues around you, you can find your way, predict
the weather, locate water, and track animals. This knowledge can help you
stay safe and navigate your surroundings in the wilderness.
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