Using Primary Sources: Hands-On
Instructional Exercises for Primary and
Secondary Students

Primary sources are firsthand accounts of the past that provide students
with an opportunity to interact with history firsthand. They can be used to
teach a variety of topics, from social studies to science to literature. By
using primary sources in the classroom, teachers can help students
develop their historical thinking skills, critical thinking skills, and source
analysis skills.

What are Primary Sources?

Primary sources are any type of document or artifact that was created
during the time period being studied. This can include letters, diaries,
newspapers, photographs, paintings, and even objects like tools or
clothing. Primary sources provide students with a unique glimpse into the
past and can help them to better understand the people and events that
shaped history.
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Benefits of Using Primary Sources

There are many benefits to using primary sources in the classroom. Some
of the benefits include:

= Increases student engagement: Primary sources can help to make
history more engaging and relevant for students. By interacting with
firsthand accounts of the past, students can feel like they are part of
the story.

= Develops critical thinking skills: Analyzing primary sources requires
students to think critically about the information they are presented
with. They need to be able to identify the main idea of a document,
evaluate the credibility of the author, and draw their own s.

= Improves source analysis skills: Primary sources can help students
to develop their source analysis skills. They need to be able to identify
the type of source, the purpose of the source, and the audience for the
source.

= Enhances historical understanding: Primary sources can help
students to gain a deeper understanding of the past. By reading
firsthand accounts of events, students can get a sense of what life was
like during that time period.

Hands-On Instructional Exercises

There are a variety of hands-on instructional exercises that can be used to
teach students how to use primary sources. Some of these exercises
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include:

= Document analysis: Students can be given a primary source
document and asked to analyze it. They can be asked to identify the
main idea of the document, evaluate the credibility of the author, and
draw their own s.

= Source scavenger hunt: Students can be given a list of primary
sources and asked to find them in a library or online. Once they have
found the sources, they can be asked to analyze them and answer
questions about them.

= Historical role-play: Students can be assigned a role to play from a
particular time period. They can then use primary sources to research
their role and create a presentation about it.

= Primary source museum: Students can create a museum exhibit
using primary sources. They can choose a theme for their exhibit and
then find primary sources that relate to that theme. They can then
create displays for their sources and write labels that explain the
sources.

Primary sources are a valuable resource for teaching history. They can help
students to develop their historical thinking skills, critical thinking skills, and

source analysis sKkills. By using primary sources in the classroom, teachers

can help students to gain a deeper understanding of the past.
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